“WHAT  I  SAW”

2001 BUTERE, KENYA MISSION

by Ruth Dietz

I first met Pastor Richard Ongudi in the summer of 2001 in his village of Butere, Kenya, where my daughter, Christy, and I spent some time while on a three week youth ministry mission trip to western Kenya.  During that mission trip, we spent about a week in Butere working with the Christian Church there.  

I saw God in that place.  I saw God moving in mighty ways.  The Christian Church in Butere is growing so rapidly – not only in numbers but also in Spirit.   I saw Christ in the worship services.  I felt the Holy Spirit in the Butere Church.  I saw Christ in the way the women of Butere served us – as true servants.  I saw Christ in the way the women of Butere read scripture to each other, sang praises and prayed with each other, encouraging each other in the Lord, all the while they were cooking and working and taking care of little ones.   I saw Christ moving in a mighty way as time after time, high school students came forward and stood, in their own school, before their own classmates, asking for one of us to pray the prayer of salvation with them.  

But I also saw need in the eyes of the children, children who were hungry, children who didn’t have even one shirt to wear, or even one pair of shoes, children who won’t be educated because there is no money to pay for their school fees.  I saw orphans who needed cared for.  I saw women with many children to care for, women who have been abandoned by their husbands, by husbands who have left them for new wives.  I saw poverty – real poverty.

But yet, I saw young men and women, filled with the Holy Spirit, rising up from that church in Butere, spreading out into other villages, other regions, starting new Christian churches, willing to be obedient to their calling, willing to shepherd a congregation.  These young men and women have heard the call, they have risen up, they have set out to build the body of Christ, and they’ve gone completely on faith - with no guarantee that they will have any means to support themselves.

Kenya is a beautiful place, with beautiful people, beautiful children, people who need love, who need hope, who need encouragement……and who need help.

God has called me to return to Kenya, again and again, to make myself available, to give my time, my gifts, my talents, to share my blessings, to give of myself, and He is calling me to bring others with me – to bring love, and hope and encouragement, mercy and compassion and kindness – to bring the light and love of Jesus Christ to the beautiful people of Butere – to the young and the old, to the youth, to the children, to the women and the men.

I know that God is calling me – and I know that He is calling others.   

Who is He calling?  Is it You?   Will you answer ‘Here I Am Lord, Send Me?’    

To inquire about a mission trip opportunity, contact Ruth Dietz at rydietz@comcast.net.       
