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GREETINGS to the Child Sponsors, Churches, Mission Team Members, Friends and Supporters of the mission activities that have blessed the Butere region of Kenya.

2004 was a very big year for the church, school and community of Butere.  The newsletter that follows will provide you with an overview of what has been accomplished over the last twelve months.  It will also give you an update on the current and future mission projects for our brothers and sisters in western Kenya and explain how you can be a part of this exciting and rewarding adventure.

It has been four years since God first called Ruth to visit Butere.  Since then, many wonderful changes have taken place.  A sponsorship program was established, now supporting 139 children.  Two mission teams including 28 different individuals from different states, age groups and professions, have visited beautiful Kenya and have met the wonderful people of Butere.  The teams have transported over 2,000 pounds (that’s over 1 TON) of supplies to the area, including bibles, school supplies, tools, medicine, medical supplies, clothing, books, computers, printers, blankets and, after some delays, a guitar.  

The teams have participated in building a school and dormitory, conducted worship services and educational classes, participated in a medical outreach that touched over 2000 patients and have provided photographic memories for both the team members and the people of Kenya to cherish forever.  

Returning team members have continued to fan the flames of Christian ministry by supporting the expansion of such programs as AIDs awareness, medical outreach, building projects and small business loans.  The list could go on even longer and the impact to the lives of the people of Butere and those who have traveled there could never be explained on a piece of paper, but will be forever etched in our hearts.

What started on a youth mission trip to the little village of Butere four years ago, has grown to encompass a program of ministry that encompasses over a half-dozen major programs touching the lives of several areas of western Kenya.  God has been the driving force behind these accomplishments, but He calls us to use our hands, feet and resources to love and serve our brothers and sisters in Butere.  

As you can imagine, coordinating all of these programs and raising support to accomplish God’s work takes a lot of time and energy.  It could not be done without YOUR help, but it also has required more and more time and expense from Ruth (and now Chub).
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It is for that reason we have initiated efforts to form a non-profit organization to help continue the growth and success of these programs.  The organization’s name (barring disagreement from the regulatory agencies) will be Rainbow Christian Missions (RCM).  Coming soon will be our web site at www.rainbowmissions.com.  Once tax exemption for the organization is obtained, it is hoped that doors will be opened to acquire additional funding to administer the various mission programs.  It will also provide a more direct link to those in need in the Butere and surrounding regions.

We thank you for the continued support and love that you have demonstrated for Bishop Ongudi, his Family, his Church and School and the people of Butere and western Kenya.  As Bishop Ongudi says, “May God Bless you Big!!”

Your sister and brother in Christ,

Ruth and Chub Dietz

2004 brought many new blessings to the Butere Miracle Center’s school, church, and community.  Many of these have come as a result of your responses to God’s calling.

The School
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Boys’ Dormitory:  Ground was broken for a new boys’ dormitory by the 2003 summer mission team.  The building was actually completed in October of that year and was dedicated by the mission team that traveled to Butere in the summer of 2004.  Boys in class 7 and 8 are now able to live in the dorm during the school year and receive additional educa-tion and study time.
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New School Building:  Bishop Ongudi’s vision this year was to complete just the 1st floor of the first phase of the new building. Through your prayers and support, it was possible to complete and roof the 2-story building, which has 6 classrooms.   The school children began using the building at the end of September. Glory be to God. Most of the money for the 1st floor, the doors and windows came from Ingomar UMC in Pittsburgh USA. The money for the second floor and the roofing was donated through International Mission Support (IMS) in Canada.  Other support came from various churches in Pennsylvania, USA, from the 2004 summer mission team and from many friends. This project has cost over  $41, 000.  
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Mural:  Members of the summer team, including Heather Little, painted a mural on the first-floor wall of the new school building.  This picture, depicting the Rainbow of Promises and the Showers of Blessings that God provides, as well as the joy of the children on their new swings and slides, was another “first” for Butere.
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Playground: The 2004 summer team provided a playground with swings, slides and see-saws, to give children a place to play. Everyone was so excited, and all took a turn on the swings, including both older children and teachers. This is the first playground of its kind in the entire Butere region.

School supplies and uniforms: Howard Grange School in England has continued to supply the school with reading books and uniforms. The 2004 summer team provided additional school supplies. The Links provided socks and inner pants for the children and Keith Leuthold from Ingomar has helped buy so many shoes for children in Butere. 
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Academic performance:  The BMC School is the leading school in the local district of about 72 schools and hopes to get to the top of the greater district of over 230 schools. This should help the children get to the best high schools in the country.  Children also competed in a major poem competition. They were 2nd in the Province and were able to represent the Province at the national competition in Nairobi.

Sponsorship:  Child sponsorship continues to grow.  Although there are still more children that need to be sponsored, today 139 children are able to receive an education thanks to your support. It is a dream come true for these children. Of the children sponsored, 25 will be in high school in 2005.  
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Bible School:  The summer mission team conducted 2-day bible school sessions for school children age 3 thru class 5, focusing on the Creation story. Members of the team were able to share God’s power and love.
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Art Class:  Over the course of 3 days, members of the summer mission team helped students in class 6 complete a latch-hook design and collage posters.  This was a time of both fellowship and learning.
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Video Project:  Members of the summer mission team worked with students in class 7 to create a video presentation depicting the joy and love abounding in the Butere School.  The students and teachers each had the opportunity to take digital pictures of their classmates and participate in selecting music and image transitions for the final product.  The video was then presented at the Saturday school celebration.
 

The Church

 

The church has continued to prosper both in number and spiritual maturity and is getting more involved in helping the community in various ways:

Church Planting:  In October alone, 5 new churches were planted. The smallest started with 35 members, the largest having 120. A big boost in the church planting effort was received through the International Mission Support of Rev Mike Jones, who donated a generator, powerful speakers, a power amplifier and mixer and a portable platform. IMS has committed to build these 5 churches. 
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Mercy Ministries: The church continues to reach out to the needy by giving them clothes and building houses and by supporting orphans and widows. The summer mission team was able to support this ministry by bringing clothes donated by many of you and by witnessing the actual building of one of these homes for a church member.  This support has been extended to AIDs victims.
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Transportation: A brand new 30-seat bus was obtained from funds provided by IMS, donations from friends, the sale of Bishop Ongudi’s small car and with the help of Bishop Ongudi’s bank.  Although Bishop Ongudi will miss his car, the car could only help a few people, while the bus helps many more.  The bus is already saving the church money. An evangelism team from the church who attended a mission trip about 150 kilometers away would have spent $200 in transportation costs but, by using the bus, only spent $35 for gas.  This Bus will also help the school when they go out for trips and do shopping. It will help carry sick children to the hospital and will be used to help the community. This has changed the whole dimension of the ministry of the Butere Miracle Center.
 Evangelism: Six Butere Church evangelistic groups were formed that go out every week to preach in villages, markets, schools and churches. The church raised money to buy additional instruments and a generator. This enables two teams to be sent out at the same time. 
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Piggery: A new breed of animal was brought into the Piggery in 2004.  These animals grow to a bigger size and cost less to feed.  There are now over 90 pigs in the piggery, which are used to help support the pastors. 
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 Gospel on wheels:  Transportation is a major problem in the rural area. In 2004, 20 bicycles (costing $50 each) were provided to Pastors and Gospel Workers.  Nine of these were purchased by the summer mission team.
Community

Exciting new outreach programs were begun in 2004 to support the Butere region.
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Medical Outreach: Over 2000 men, women and children were provided free medical care and spiritual guidance over a 3-day period.  Ingomar UMC, Calvary UMC and several pharmaceutical supply companies donated over $100,000 in medicines and supplies.  Members of the summer mission team, along with church members and healthcare workers from Nairobi and Kisumu, attended to the patients’ spiritual and medical needs during the outreach.  Led by Dr. Omoto of Kisumu, this outreach provided the opportunity for individuals from as far away as 10 miles to receive care that they would otherwise not have received.
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AIDs Women Support:  During the medical outreach, sixteen women who had been diagnosed as HIV positive came forward seeking help.   In addition to providing medical, spiritual, and moral support, efforts have begun to document the lives and feelings of these courageous women so that their families and loved ones will have lasting memories of them.  Through the skills of Carl Wiker, portraits reflecting their hope and love and beauty will be provided to them to pass on to their families.
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Christian Worship:  Members of the summer mission team participated in and led several worship services at the Butere Girls and Boys high schools, the Anglican Church and the Imanga Pri-mary School. Through songs, prayers, testi-monials, and scripture, members of the team were able to share the love of Christ with their brothers and sisters of Kenya.
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Family Portraits:  Carl Wiker, armed with bags of film, held two picture-taking sessions in which families were able to have a professional photo taken.  The pride and love these Kenyans have for family was evident in all, as they came in their Sunday best for this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.  

Micro Financing:  Many women in the Butere Church have started a financial support program.  They loan money to other women who use it in business and pay back to help others. These loans are of about $70 to $300.   The initial funds for the loans come from “dues” that the women contribute from their own pocket.

What’s in store for 2005

Child Sponsorship:  There are currently 10 children in the school who are not yet sponsored.  Bishop Ongudi is faced with the difficulty of trying to cover their expenses from the contributions of the church.  When finances are very tight, sometimes the teachers’ pay must be delayed.  Your support of the children has helped to keep this from happening, but as more parents seek help for their children and as more children become eligible for high school, where the fees are greater, the need grows.

40 Foot Cargo Container:  There is a great need to ship a container to the Butere region in order to transport items that cannot be easily and cost effectively transported by mission teams or air/postal service. There are needs for bibles, generators, bicycles, medical equipment and many other things that are large, bulky and/or heavy. Over $12,000 will be needed to cover the cost of shipping the container.

School Building:  It is hoped that funds will be received to begin the second phase of the school building, which would provide 6 more classrooms.  Also, additional dormitories are needed.  The cost to complete a dormitory for 30 children is $6,500.
Piggery:  It is hoped that funds will be provided to double the size of the piggery.  As more churches are planted, this need also increases.

Business Loans:  Efforts are underway to develop a program to provide business loans to local entrepreneurs and to the Churchwomen’s group that will enable them to expand their capabilities to support the community.  Today, many people must travel to distant towns to obtain goods, services and supplies.  By providing loans to local individuals, enabling them to meet these needs, it will both boost the local economy and provide a source of income for many individuals who have no other means of supporting their families.  These loans would range from $1000 to $3000 and would be provided to those who develop a sound business plan for the use of the funds and repayment, with interest, within 18–24 months.

Health Center: This dream developed from the medical outreach conducted by the 2004 summer mission team, led by Ruth Dietz.  During the outreach over 2000 patients were seen, but many more were sent away. Many people lose their loved ones through sickness that could be cured or prevented if such a facility was available. For x-rays and some basic treatments, patients must go to the next town, which could take up to 2 hours to reach, if they can afford transportation. Bishop Ongudi, along with Dr. Omoto have already identified an available building and are seeking funds to renovate it.  Over $20,000 is needed to provide water storage, electricity and plumbing, drainage, finishing, medical waste disposal, furniture, staff nurse and supplies.   Efforts are also underway to obtain equipment and medicine for the hospital. 
In addition to a facility in Butere, it is our vision to also open medical clinics in Paponditi and Migori, all in western Kenya.  A documentary on the needs of these three areas, produced by Gwen and Clay Kisker, will be aired in the near future to help generate support for this project.

Eyeglass Program:  With the support of Jeff Rihn, efforts are underway to collect, clean and restore eyeglasses for needy individuals in the Butere region.  

Message from Bishop Richard Ongudi
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These things have made people in Butere know that God is with us and many have turned to worship Him.  Thank you for responding to our financial needs.  
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Because of the great need before us, my wife will be visiting the USA in 2005. She will be glad to visit your church, home group or family and share about Butere.

Finally we would like to thank the Wesley Found-ation in Lubbock, Texas for handling our finances.
It has been a great year!

God bless you big!

How can YOU be a part of this exciting ministry?

· Sponsor a child

· Be a part of a future mission team

· Help donate needed supplies such as:

· Eyeglasses

· Medicine and medical supplies

· Bibles and school supplies

· Bicycles

· Provide donations to support:

· The business loan program

· The building of the school and dorms

· The renovation of the health facilities

· The expansion of the piggery

· The general expenses of the mission activities

For additional information, contact:

Ruth Dietz at rydietz@comcast.net or

Rainbow Christian Missions at info@rainbowmissions.com 

Funds may be made payable to:

Rainbow Christian Missions 

And may be sent to:

Rainbow Christian Missions 

P O Box 1124

Wexford, PA 15090-1124

Be sure to indicate how the funds are to be used. 
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