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Kenya News Update

February 2, 2008


Beautiful Kenya……..is experiencing violence unlike anything they’ve known since winning their independence, spawned by the rigged presidential election.  Fighting has continued in the “hotspots” of Kisumu in western province, Eldoret and Nakuru in the Rift Valley, and Kibera Slum in Nairobi – all areas that are very familiar to those who have served on a mission team with RCM.  Police (government employees) have opened live fire on protestors and innocent civilians, pitting President Kibaki’s Kikuyu tribe against Opposition Leader Odinga’s Luo tribe and tribes of the Rift Valley and Western province, which has resulted in acts of retaliation and revenge.

This week two opposition lawmakers (elected Members of Parliament) were shot and killed, one in Nairobi, the other killed by a policman in Eldoret.  In Kenya, only “administrative” (government) police (not local police) and military have guns.  So naturally, there are allegations that the opposition lawmakers were targeted by police.  These tragedies caused a new outbreak of fighting in protest.  

Kofi Annan is in Kenya trying to mediate talks between President Kibaki and the Opposition Leader Odinga.  So far they have agreed to just one thing:  to take action to end the violence.  But even as they agreed, the death toll mounted as police fired live ammunition into crowds.  

And all the while, President Kibaki told leaders at the African summit this week in Ethiopia that “the security situation in the country is under control.”  He has refused to admit that Kenya needs help.  

IN BUTERE:  

I talked to Deb (RCM’s missionary in Butere) yesterday and talked to Mama Tim Ongudi today.  Our children and church friends in Butere are all fine.  Primary schools in Kenya, including the Butere Miracle Academy, opened for the new school year after a delay, but it has been a very rocky start.  Although Butere has remained peaceful, schools in that entire area have needed to close their doors every few days due to threats to students who are of the Kikuyu tribe.  Mama Tim says there are no Kikuyu children in the Butere Miracle Academy, but when public schools close, the BMA also closes for safety reasons.  High schools have not been able to really begin their school year.  Boarding high schools are accepting those students who are able to travel from where they live to their boarding schools, but classes have not been able to begin in earnest.  First year high school students (who normally start a week or so later than returning students) are scheduled to report to their boarding schools on February 8, barring any further delay.  

GOOD NEWS – Bishop had reported to me that our last year’s Class 8 students finished out exceptionally well on their final exams in November !  When Bishop is able, he will send me the exam results for our students as well as the names of the high schools they have been accepted into.  A couple of our girls received very high individual scores, Susan Mudibo achieved the high score of 401 and Elizabeth Anita a score of 396.  These are truly exceptional marks !!  Susan Mudibo has been invited to a National school in Nairobi to continue on with her high school education !!  Very few students are accepted into “National” schools, and it is even more rare for a student coming from a poor area.  Our Butere Miracle Academy continues to achieve high academic results.  Now for Susan, because it is very dangerous to attempt to drive across the country from western province to Nairobi, Bishop Ongudi arranged a flight from Kisumu to Nairobi and took Susan himself to register her at her new school.      

NEWS ON WEBSITE:  We are currently working on adding a page to RCM’s website where we will post news as we are able to.  You will still receive email news updates via our email distribution list, but in between those email updates, please log onto our website for additional news at www.rainbowmissions.com.  

CONTINUE TO PRAY IN EARNEST FOR PEACE IN KENYA !!!!

