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KENYA AT PEACE

KENYA’S RIVAL POLITICIANS SIGN POWER-SHARING DEAL
March 1, 2008

On Thursday, February 28, 2008, President Mwai Kibaki and Raila Odinga, the opposition leader, signed a power-sharing deal to bring the country back from the turmoil and ethnic hatred that followed the disputed presidential election held on December 27.  Both Kibaki and Odinga claimed to have won the presidential seat.

Under the agreement, Odinga will become Prime Minister and have the power to “coordinate and supervise” the government.  

The dispute over the presidential election set off street violence that killed and displaced many and literally ruined the country’s economy.  In the last few weeks, the violence has largely subsided but the country has remained on edge as the mediation talks were being carried out.

Former U.S. Secretary-General Kofi Annan mediated the talks, bringing Kibaki and Odinga to a place of compromise and reconciliation.  GOD BLESS KOFI ANNAN.

It could take years to recover Kenya’s economy and to rebuild and restore property that was destroyed in the aftermath of the elections.  It is estimated that the losses in Kenya due to the turmoil are as much as $1 billion.  

The general mood in Kenya now ??  Well, this explains it:   “Finally hope is back, Kenya has been reborn and it is like we are ushering in a new year!”  (Quoting an Odinga supporter noted in a news report)

Kenya has long provided an economic and political anchor in East Africa.  Kenya has also been one of the most tourist-friendly countries in all of Africa.  

The United States, via Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, made this statement:  “The Kenyan coalition government and people can count on our (U.S.) support as they move forward to implement the agreement and reform agenda”.  

Odinga will take over as Prime Minister to govern alongside President Kibaki after Kibaki reconvenes parliament on March 6 to begin work on the needed constitutional changes.

IN BUTERE:  Throughout the turmoil and violence that erupted in the aftermath of the presidential elections, Butere remained peaceful, thank the Good Lord.  But Butere has not remained unaffected.  Costs have risen, some have tripled and even quadrupled.  This is affecting the Butere Miracle Academy as well as families.  The school may struggle this year to provide school supplies and meals to all the children.  The large rise in costs has also affected our high school students who must purchase all the personal items required in order for them to attend boarding schools.  This could be a difficult year financially in Butere (as in the whole of Kenya).  

DEAR GOD – THANK YOU FOR BRINGING KENYA BACK TO PEACE.  PLEASE CONTINUE TO PROVIDE FOR BUTERE THROUGHOUT THIS YEAR.  AMEN !

